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same effect from Karnal, Ambala, Rohtak and Hissar districts of Punjab and
from nearly every district of U.P. except Fezabad, Bellia, Gorakhpore and
some other two or three districts which they perhaps avoided because these
contained their ex-labourers. As I am quite familiar with the conditions pre-
vailing in tea gardens and episode of 1921 came vividly before my eyes, I issued
a statement to the Bengal, Punjab and U.P. Press in January last which you
must have noticed and also I wrote to Bengal, U.P. and Punjab committees
to take such action as conditions permit. At that time I did not write to you
not because it was not necessary but because Assam had slipped from my
memory. Now I wrote to Mahatma Gandhiji telling him of the thing and
consulting him regarding the advisability or otherwise of proceeding to the tea
gardens and looking at the thing. He has written to me to first make enquiries
through you and then to consider what action should be taken in light of
the same. Therefore I shall be obliged if you will kindly supply me the
following information: (1) What are the actual conditions prevailing in
plantations at present and has any improvement taken place regarding wages
or morals since 1921 happenings, (2) Is fresh labour coining there, if so, from
which districts mainly, and how they are being treated. (3) Do you think in
the light of enquiries which you will make it is advisable to take measures
against recruiting or should any body be deputed there to look after them.

Kindly  forward   a   copy  of   reply  to  my  this  letter  to  Mahatmaji   at
Andheri, Bombay.

Sincerely yours,
RAMANAND SANYASI

(Note)    I am forwarding a copy of this letter to Mahatmaji as per his orders.

RS

From a photostat: S.N. 8643

APPENDIX
C. F. ANDREWS* INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS
Mr. G. F. Andrews interviewed on the same subject stated that he had
been present with Mr. Gandhi through the preliminary negotiations with Gene-
ral Smuts, which had led up to the Smuts-Gandhi Settlement of July 1914.
He had himself actually witnessed the signing of the original draft agreement.
Every word had been carefully discussed and fuUy explained on both sides.
General Smuts had said, "This time let there be no misunderstanding or mental
reservation. Let all the cards be laid on the table.*' Mr. Gandhi had acted
exactly in accordance with that spirit. He had made three points as plain as
possible:
(1)    That the  Settlement should contain  na racial taint.